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October 23, 2020

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Speaker of the House Minority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Charles Schumer
Majority Leader Minority Leader

U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leader McConnell, Leader Schumer, and Leader McCarthy:

We write to urge you to take all steps available to prevent the currently estimated 10.6 percent reductions in the
Medicare Physician Fee Schedule (MPFS) conversion factor that are scheduled to take place on January 1, 2021.
In particular, we urge you to work with your colleagues in Congress to waive budget neutrality requirements for
the MPFS and to implement positive payment updates for 2021 and 2022, in order to ensure that physicians like
me receive sufficient payment to keep our practices afloat, particularly as we also deal with the ongoing impacts
of the COVID-19 public health emergency.

We are very concerned to see the impact of the MPFS proposed rule. Without immediate action, plastic
surgeons are expected to see a 7 percent reimbursement cut in their payments under the MPFS next year.
Physicians across multiple specialties are also expected to see similar cuts unless Congress and the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) take swift action.

If these new cuts go into effect, there will be devastating consequences for physicians and our patients.
Physicians are already under serious financial distress as a result of the COVID-19 public health crisis, and slashing
our Medicare payments will only make that worse. Congress should prevent budget neutrality reductions and
instead implement positive payment updates that reflect the continually increasing costs of providing care to
patients. Otherwise, we fear that the expected payment reductions will encourage more physicians to limit or
stop their participation in Medicare, which will result in reduced patient access to specialty care. For these
reasons, we urge Congress to enact a waiver of budget neutrality requirements and to implement positive
Medicare payment updates for the MPFS in 2021 and 2022.

In addition, Congress should direct CMS to apply the 2021 increases in values for office and outpatient evaluation
and management (E/M) services to the pre- and post-service work included in 10- and 90-day global codes. The
failure of CMS to implement this important policy not only disregards precedent but is a direct attack on the
relativity of services under the MPFS.

Thank you for your consideration of my thoughts on this matter. Please do not hesitate to contact Patrick
Hermes, Director of Advocacy and Government Relations, at phermes@plasticsurgery.org or (847) 228-3331 to
request any additional information or with any questions.

Sincerely,

Hilton Adler, MD Salam Al kassis, MD
East Setauket, NY Nashville, TN



Steven Albright, MD
Woodlands, TX

Gary Alter, MD
Los Angeles, CA

Robert Anderson, MD
Forth Worth, TX

Dominic Andrew Massary, MD
Charleston, SC

Jeffrey Ascherman, MD
New York, NY

Peter Ashjian, MD
Glendale, CA

Joyce Aycock, MD
Denver, CO

Bruce Baker, MD
Temple, TX

Bruce Barach, MD
Schenectady, NY

Richard Bartlett, MD
Brookline, MA

Lawrence Bass, MD
New York, NY

Greg Baum, MD
East Syracuse, NY

Courtney Beard, MD
Dallas, TX

Glenn A. Becker, MD
New York, NY

Peter Benivegna, MD, FACS
West Yarmouth, MA

Gary Berger, MD
New York, NY

Steven Bernard, MD
Cleveland, OH

Kirit Bhatt, MD
McLean, VA

Steven Black, MD
Waterloo, NE

Nadia Blanchet, MD
Richmond, VA

Keith Blechman, MD
New York, NY

David Bogue, MD
Boca Raton, FL

Kelly Bolden, MD
Washington, DC

Stephanie Braun, MD
Nashville, TN

David Bray, MD
Torrance, CA

Amy Brewster, MD
Neenah, WI

Beverly Brown, MD, FACS
Cape Girardeau, MO

Robert Buchanan, MD
Highlands, NC

Tjerk Bury, MD
Thousan Oaks, CA

Samer Cabbabe, MD
St. Louis, MO

Athleo Cambre, MD
West Hollywood, CA

Jennel Carreras-Montgomery, MD
Miami, FL

Jennifer Chan, MD
Albuguergue, NM

Jerome Chao, MD
Latham, NY



Ruvi Chauhan, MD
Indianapolis, IN

Bianca Chin, MD
Cincinnati, OH

Joseph Chun, MD
Knoxville, TN

Ernesto Cimino, MD
Yardley, PA

Dana Coberly, MD
Tampa, FL

Bryan Criswell, MD, FACS
Charlotte, NC

Melissa Crosby, MD
Sugar Land, TX

Gary Culbertson, MD
Sumter, SC

Carolyn Cushing, MD
Jackson, MS

Babak Dadvand, MD
Beverly Hills, CA

Mark Daniels, MD
Fort Woth, TX

Terri Davidson Silver, MD
Brookline, MA

Patricia DePoli, MD, FACS
Skokie, IL

Eric Desman, MD
Alexandria, VA

Mark Deutsch, MD
Atlanta, GA

Gregory Devita, MD
Great Neck, NY

Sara Dickie, MD
Chicago, IL

Ryan Diederich, MD
Glen Carbon, IL

Theodore Diktaban, MD
New York, NY

Michael Dobryansky, MD
Garden City, NY

Brian Dolet, MD
Toledo, OH

Barry Douglas, MD
Garden City, NY

Anne Edwards, MD
Charleston, SC

Bur Ehrmantraut, MD
Prince Frederick, MD

Shelby Eich, MD
Birmingham , AL

Scott Farber, MD, FACS
Dallas, TX

Jennyfer Faridy Cocco, MD
Dallas, TX

John Fasano, MD
Stuart, FL

Laura Figura, MD
Sioux Falls, SD

Paul Fischer, MD
Milford, CT

Elyssa Fisher, MD
Wilmette, IL

Nicholas Flugstad, MD
Denton, TX

Ronald Ford, MD, FACS
Grand Rapids, Ml

Craig Forleiter, MD
Palm Beach Gardens, FL

Douglas Forman, MD, MBA, FACS

Bethesda, MD

Paula Formosa, MD
Dakota Dunes, SD



Craig Fournier, MD
Albany, NY

Jane Frazier, MD, FACS
Blairsville, GA

Jeffrey Frink, MD
Rochester, NY

Gianfranco Frojo, MD
St. Louis, MO

Jim Frost, MD
Pensacola, FL

Heather Furnas, MD
Santa Rosa, CA

Walter Garcia, MD
Fort Worth, TX

Christina Garcia, MD
Orlando, FL

Catharine Garland, MD
Madison, WI

Jack Gelman, MD, FACS
Morgantown, WV

Paul A. Ghareeb, MD
Atlanta, GA

Jeffrey Gibbs, MD
Maywood, IL

Scott Glasberg, MD, FACS

New York, NY

Adam Glener, MD
Durham, NC

Marco Gonzalez, MD
El Paso, TX

Benjamin Googe, MD
Jackson, MS

Arun Gosain, MD
Chicago, IL

Wendy Gottlieb, MD
Reston, VA

Yitz Greenberg, MD
Brooklyn, NY

Joe Griffin, Illl, MD
Florence, SC

Helena Guarda, MD
Suffolk, VA

Arturo Guiloff, MD
Palm Beach Gardens, FL

Salil Gulati, MD
Plano, TX

David Halpern, MD
Tampa, FL

Marco Harmaty, MD
New York, NY

Joshua Harrison, MD
Harrison, NY

Fred Heckler, MD
Pittsburgh, PA

Kelli Hickle, MD
Worcester, MA

Kent Higdon, MD
Nashville, TN

J. Bradford Hill, MD
Nashville, TN

James Hoehn, MD
Albany, NY

Ashley Howarth, MD
Phoenix, AZ

Georgeanna Huang, MD
Thousand Oaks, CA

Daniel Huang, MD
Great Neck, NY

Dennis Hurwitz, MD
Pittsburgh, PA

Tarik Husain, MD
Miami Beach, FL



Sonu Jain, MD, FACS
Columbus, OH

Ellen Janetzke, MD
Bloomfield Hills, Ml

John Jarrell, IV, MD, FACS
Meridian, ID

Breanna Jedrzejewski, MD
Portland, OR

Carmen Kavali, MD
Sandy Springs, GA

Susan Kaweski, MD, FACS
La Mesa, CA

Ashley Kerekes, MD
Elizabethtown, KY

Hahns Kim, MD
Loma Linda, CA

William Kivett, MD
Pasadena, CA

Jeffrey Kozlow, MD
Ann Arbor, Ml

Michael Kulick, MD
San Francisco, CA

Paul Lambert, MD
Winchester, VA

First Name Last Name, MD
City, State

Frederick LaVan, MD
Woodbury, NY

Huay-Zong Law, MD
Dallas, TX

George Lawson, Ill, MD, FACS
Winston-Salem, NC

Lilly Lee, MD
Pasadena, CA

Gerald Levandoski, MD
Forty Fort, PA

Andre Levesque, MD
Boston, MA

Mark Leyngold, MD
Gainesville, FL

Eric Li, MD
Cupertino, CA

Tomasz Linter, MD, FACS
Marietta, GA

Thomas Loeb, MD, PC
New York, NY

Emily Long, MD
Boston, MA

H. Peter Lorenz, MD
Palo Alto, CA

Maria LoTempio, MD
New York, NY

Mark Lowe, MD
Denton, TX

Liana Lugo, MD
Macon, GA

Kipton Lundquist, MD
Cambridge, MN

Eric Maiorino, MD
Philadelphia, PA

Tomasz Majewski, MD, FACS
Jonesboro, AR

Eric Mariotti, MD
Concord, CA

Peter A. Marzek, MD, FACS
Tavares, FL

David Mattos, MD
Garden City, NY

Samuel Maurice, MD, FACS, FAAP
Des Moines, IA

Laura McNaughton, MD
Sioux City, I1A



Colton McNichols, MD
Baltimore, MD

Joseph Mele, MD
Walnut Creek, CA

Alyson Melin, MD
Allentown, PA

Jorge Menendez, MD, FACS
San Antonio, TX

Reza Mirali, MD
Fairfax, VA

Vanessa Molinar, MD
Rochester, MN

Sean Moloney, MD
Daly City, CA

Dennis Monteiro, MD
Phoenixville, PA

Ben Moosavi, MD
Huntington Station , WV

Daniel Most, MD
Savannah, GA

Kiya Movassaghi, MD
Eugene, OR

Robert Murphy, Jr., MD. MS, CPE, FACS
Blue Bell, PA

Nicole Nemeth, MD
Harrison, NY

Phuong Nguyen, MD, FACS, FAAP
Houston, TX

Joanna Nguyen, MD
West Hollywood, CA

Chris Nichols, MD
Olympia , WA

William North, MD
Flowood, MS

Patrick O'Connor, MD
San Francisco, CA

Daniel O'Hara, MD
Boca Raton, FL

Morry Olenick, MD
Thornton, CO

Tomasz Olivier, MD
St. Louis, MO

Brian Pan, MD
Cincinnati, OH

Janak Parikh, MD
Novi, Ml

Janet Parler, MD
East Brunswick, NJ

Ash Patel, MBCHB, FACS
Albany, NY

Parit Patel, MD
Chicago, IL

Phileemon Eric Payne, MD
Houston, TX

Heather Pena, MD
Topeka, KS

Galen Perdikis, MD
Nashville, TN

Brian Pinsky, MD
Huntington Station , Ml

Jeffrey Poulter, MD
Bloomington, IL

Bryan Pyfer, MD, MBA
Durham, NC

Norman Rappaport, MD
Houston, TX

Roman Rayham, MD
Brooklyn, NY

Mark Reece, MD, FACS
Des Moines, IA

Robert Reiffel, MD
White Plains, NY



Jeffrey Ridha, MD, FACS
Saratoga Springs, NY

David Robinson, MD
Munster, IN

Malcolm Roth, MD
Albany, NY

Stephanie Rowen, MD
San Jose, CA

Ernesto Ruas, MD, FACS
Tampa, FL

Ali Sadeghi, MD, FACS
Metairie, LA

Lisa Santos, MD
Houston, TX

Paul Sauer, MD
Madison, WI

Syed Sayeed, MD, FACS
Manhasset, NY

Benjamin Schultz, MD
New York, NY

Kiandra B. Scott, MD
Charleston, SC

Himansu Shah, MD
Las Vegas, NV

Amita Shah, MD
San Antonio, TX

Abdul Shararah, PharmD,MD, FRCSC, FEBOPRAS
Dallas, TX

Sanjay Sharma, MD, FACS
Austin, TX

Aamir Siddiqui, MD, FACS
Detroit, Ml

Jeremy Silk, MD
Salinas, CA

Jaromir Slama, MD
Boston, MA

Rick Smith, MD
East Lansing, Ml

Adit Sood, MD
Skokie, IL

Michael Sorkin, MD
Ann Arbor, Ml

Joe Spaniol, MD
Philadelphia, PA

Julia Spears, MD
Philadelphia, PA

Ran Stark, MD
Bryn Mawr, PA

Thomas Steffe, MD
Sewell, NJ

Erez Sternberg, MD
Jacksonville, FL

Thomas Sterry, MD
New York, NY

Julia Stevenson, MD
Maywood, IL

Aaron Stone, MD
Los Angeles, CA

John Stranix, MD
Charlottesville, VA

J. Blair Summitt, MD
Nashville, TN

Gregory Swank, MD
Hickory, NC

Donald Sweitzer, MD
Charleston, WV

Joseph Tarr, MD
New York, NY

Ellis Tavin, MD
Memphis, TN

Anne Taylor, MD, MPH
Worthington, OH



John Thottam, MD Gregory Wittpenn, MD

Canton, OH Nacogdoches, TX
Anthony Tran, MD William Arthur Wooden, MD, FACS
Arlington, TX Indianapolis, IN
Douglas Trzcinski, MD Janet Woodyard, MD
Norfolk , VA Owings Mills, MD
Scott Tucker, MD Chen Yan, MD
Winston-Salem, NC Los Angeles, CA

David Turner, MD Phil Yosowitz, MD
Austin, TX Houston, TX

Derek Ulvila, MD Rebekah Zaluzec, DO
San Francisco, CA Denver, CO

Haritha Veeramachaneni, MD Dan Zegzula, MD
Garden City, NY Portland, OR

Megan Vucovich, MD Jerrold Zeitels, MD
Nashville, TN Springfield, IL

Jeremy Waldman, MD John Zimmerman, MD
Nashua, NH Napa Valley, CA

Mark Walsh, MD Yasmina Zoghbi, MD
Chicago, IL New York, NY

Ariel Wampler, MD
Landsdale, PA

Thomas C. Wiener, MD
Houston, TX

Mark Wigod, MD, FACS
Meridian, IN

Virgil Willard, MD
High Point, NC

Henry Wilson, MD, FACS
Lynchburg, VA

Ryan Wilson, MD
Cincinnati, OH

Michael Wimbel, MD
Pittsburgh, PA

Julian Winocour, MD
Nashville, TN



